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Section A

Answer all questions

1	 Name the electoral system used in Westminster elections. 

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

2	 Give one tactic used by pressure groups.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

3	 What is the term for “government by the people”?

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

4	 What term is used for the transfer of powers from Westminster to the 
Northern Ireland Assembly?

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

5	 Give one issue on which British parties disagree.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]
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6	 At what age can young people in Northern Ireland vote?

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

7	 Give one way that politicians can use the media.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

8	 Name one insider pressure group.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

9	 Give one feature of a democracy. 

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [1]

10	 Give one role of a political party in a democratic society.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [2]

11	 What is meant by the term “opposition party”?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [2]
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12	 Give one disadvantage of referenda.

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  [2]

13	 In the grid below, match the correct term to its definition.

Petition Lobbying Abstaining Direct Action

Definition Term
Choosing not to vote to make a 
political point
Public street protests to challenge 
government policy
Working with politicians to try to 
influence policy
Gathering signatures to support  
a cause

[4]

14	 Read the list below. Tick [3] the correct box to show if the issues are the 
responsibility of local councils or the Assembly in Northern Ireland.

Local council Northern Ireland 
Assembly

Bin collection

Leisure centres

Policing

Education

Registration of births,
deaths and marriage

[5]
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Section B

Answer all questions

Read Source A and answer the questions that follow.

Source A:

MPs should represent the interests of their constituents. In Parliament, they 
can ask questions on behalf of their constituents. For example, in July 2019 
a Labour MP asked what the government planned to do about the closure of 
businesses in his constituency. MPs can also meet with constituents to listen 
to their concerns.

15	 Using Source A and your own knowledge, describe how MPs can 
represent their constituents.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ [5]



613049

Examiner Only
	 Marks	 Remark

16	 Explain the ways in which MPs support their own party.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  [6]
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Read Source B and answer the question that follows.

Source B:

In a democratic society, laws are made by elected representatives in 
Parliament. We need laws for many reasons, including to protect people. If 
there were no laws, then people could be tempted to take the law into their 
own hands. Laws are also necessary to ensure that those who have power 
do not abuse it. 

17	 Using Source B and your own knowledge, explain why laws are important 
in a democracy. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  [6]
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Read Source C and answer the question that follows.

Source C:

Dictatorships are ruled by one person or party. Since 1948, three men 
from the same family have ruled North Korea. Kim Jong-un is the latest 
member of his family to rule the country. The people of North Korea have no 
opportunity to challenge his dictatorship or to appoint someone else. 

18	 Using Source C and your own knowledge, explain some of the features of 
a dictatorship.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  [8]
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Section C

Answer all questions

19	 “There are very few ways MPs can scrutinise the government.” Make a 
case against this statement.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  [10]
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20	 Evaluate the following statement: “The political parties in Northern Ireland 
have very different policies.” 

	 In your answer you should include both differences and similarities 
between the parties.

	 You may wish to refer to a range of policy areas, such as:

	 •	 the economy
	 •	 education
	 •	 the environment

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  [16]

THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER
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